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In conflict zones like Sudan, Syria and Gaza, access to water transforms into a critical 
survival matter. The alarming rise in the weaponization of water in contemporary armed 
conflicts is imposing a heavy toll on civilians, who bear the devastating consequences of 
this phenomenon. In such contexts, water and water-related installations not only become 
casualties but are also misused as means or method of warfare, profoundly impacting the 
livelihoods, well-being, and dignity of civilians. Besides, most modern water systems are 
digitized, making them more susceptible amid the growing trend of cyber-attacks targeting 
critical infrastructure.

To comprehensively address these challenges, panelists will delve into the multifaceted issues 
arising from the weaponization of water. The discussion will encompass both the direct and 
reverberating effects of attacks on or damages to water-related installations, leading to long-
term impacts on livelihoods, public health concerns such as contamination and infectious 
diseases, displacement, and societal instability. The panelists will also provide a nuanced 
exploration of the complexities associated with such issues in contemporary armed conflicts.

Recognizing the far-reaching consequences of water weaponization on fundamental aspects 
of civilian life, this IHL Talk – co-organized with the Geneva Water Hub – will underscore 
the importance of international humanitarian law and human rights law in preventing 
and mitigating these consequences. Emphasizing the significance of sparing water from 
armed conflicts, the discussion aims to contribute to the broader protection of civilians 
and efforts to establish lasting peace.
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LIGHT LUNCH

A light lunch will be offered after the event.

REGISTRATION

Registration for this event can be found at: 
https://bit.ly/3HCrtCY


